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One of the best reminders of where we have been and what we have done in
our lives is the network of friends and associates that we build. The 
establishment of the alumni has been very successful in bringing together old
school friends, staff and families associated with the school.

The diversity of careers, life experiences and family paths that ex-students
have undertaken is underscored by the common fond memories they have of
school. This edition of the newsletter highlights how inconsequential details
can be recalled readily, but it also shows how graduates appreciate the 
values, ethics and quality of relationships formed in their school years.

One of our current creeds is the importance of giving back to the community. 
I hope that as the alumni grows and strengthens, a common unifying cause
or bond will emerge to focus energies and talents. The need for a new school
multi-purpose building which can house whole school assemblies, indoor
sports and possibly be used for community activities, is one of the 
suggestions that has been raised.  Engineers, architects and designers who
are past students may be able to assist bringing past, present and future 
generations together with a common purpose.

My thanks go to the dedicated committee who are helping make the 
memories of Manly more than afterthoughts but are instead bringing a 
community together.

www.manlypandc.org.au
manly.alumni@gmail.com
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MEMORIES OF THE
OLD SCHOOL
By Ted Beardow
When you reach the age of 61, five
years doesn't seem that long any
more. But at the age of 12, on one's
first day at a huge, intimidating high
school, the five-year period of sec-
ondary education - as it was in those
days - looms like an eternal prison
sentence. Half a century after that
first day, however, I'm happy to be
able to say that the sentence turned
out to be one of the most rewarding
and enjoyable periods of my life.

Continued on page 2

NOW & THEN....

TED BEARDOW g. 1964
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MEMORIES OF THE OLD SCHOOL
By Ted Beardow continued.
I took those first tentative steps into the

quadrangle of the then Manly Boys' High
School at the end of January, 1959, in
fear and trembling of the infamous 
"tag-seekers" - those older students who
delighted in tearing the tag off the school
ties of the newly arrived "First Years".
The day passed with my tie intact, and I
thought I'd escaped - until I boarded the
school bus to return home, where the
lurking tag-seekers pounced. Later I was
to appreciate that this was only one of a
myriad of traditions which, along with
excellent academic and sporting 
opportunities, were to shape the 
thousands of young Australians, myself
included, who passed through the
school. I remember well the Headmaster,
Mr Bill Furnass - a large man of 
commanding presence and gravitas who
usually wore academic robes. While
believing in the value of a traditional
classics education, he was always
receptive to new ideas and 
developments and his influence was felt
well beyond the years he led the school.
The result was a well-balanced 
curriculum, with appropriate emphasis 
on both arts and sciences.

Looking back on those years, I now 
realize how much my school experiences
nurtured my interests and moved me in
particular directions for adulthood and
career.  

fun to remember, for example,  the time
my class was unsupervised in a small,
upstairs room and someone threw my
pen out of the single window. It landed on
the flat area of roof over the front office,
and foolishly I climbed out to get it. Of
course, the window was immediately
slammed shut and locked. Just as I 
started to bang on the glass, the door
flew open and in strode a teacher whose
reputation for ruthless discipline was
matched only by his intimidating 
appearance. While he harangued the
class, I hugged the roof. Just as I was
contemplating shinning down a drain pipe
to the ground far below, where I could
hide until I was able to sneak back up the
stairs, he departed. My classmates,
chastened, relented and let me back in.

When I left Manly at the end of 1963, I
took my school pennant and prefect's
badge; I still have them. Some of my old
school friends have, sadly, passed away,
but I remain in touch with others who
have excelled in fields such as medicine
and academia. One thing that links us all
is the memory of our school days, and
the way they shaped our future lives. 

Ted Beardow

WOULD OLD BOYS OF THIS
STREAM, THEIR TEACHERS AND
OTHERS WHO COULD HELP US
MAKE CONTACT PLEASE CALL: 

GEOFF WEBSTER(67695568
gmwebs@hotmail.com) 

BRUCE MCLAREN (99824902
bmclaren@ampfp.com.au) 

OR 

IAN CHURCH (94523311
fayeian@primusonline.com.au)  

....."AND WHERE 'ERE WE GO
THOUGH IT'S FAR, FAR AWAY
WE'LL REMEMBER THE OLD
SCHOOL AT MANLY!" 
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Despite the best efforts of the immensely
popular sportsmaster, Mr Max Quirk, I
was no sportsman. But I was keen on
learning, and found the study of foreign
languages especially exciting. The head
languages teacher, Mr Lester 
Towner, was a congenial and erudite man
who had visited and taught in Europe, a
rare occurrence among language 
teachers at that time. His influence
inspired me to the extent that I later for a
time became a teacher of French, 
German and Indonesian, having studied
the latter at university. But academic work
and sport were not the only things 
available at the school; another feature of
the curriculum in those days, which I
enjoyed immensely and which I 
understand continues today, was 
inter-school debating. During my 
participation in the Teasdale, Kramp and
Hume-Barbour competitions, I learned a
great deal about public speaking, 
presentational skills and the use of
words. Both these and my Indonesian
studies served me well in my later career
as a senior analyst in a Commonwealth
Government Department.

I have many memories of students,
teachers, successes, failures, 
satisfactions and disappointments, 
everything that is part of school life. It's  

CALLING ALL ALUMNI WHO
GRADUATED IN 1958
GEOFF WEBSTER OF THE
MIGHTY '54-'58 STREAM CALLING.
AS IT WILL BE 50 YEARS SINCE
THIS VERY FIRST STREAM OF
STUDENTS COMPLETED THEIR
MANLY EDUCATION EXPERIENCE
AT THE CURL CURL SITE (SAVE A
PERIOD IN FIRST YEAR AT
BALGOWLAH WHILE THE NEW
BUILDING WAS UNDER CON-
STRUCTION), IT IS APPROPRIATE
THAT THE CALL GO OUT FOR A
COMMEMORATION (REUNION IF
YOU LIKE) OF THE HISTORICAL
OCCASION FOR THOSE OLD
BOYS WHO EITHER BEGAN 1ST
YEAR IN '54 OR JOINED THE
GROUP AS THEY PROGRESSED 

THROUGH TO THE 
INTERMEDIATE CERTIFICATE IN
'56 OR ON TO THE LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE IN '58. THIS WAS
JUST THE 10TH YEAR SINCE
MANLY HAD BECOME A FULL
HIGH SCHOOL. DESPITE THE
RIGOURS OF THE YEARS AND
NOTWITHSTANDING THE
DELAYED EFFECTS OF "QUIRK'S
RULES", AN AD HOC COMMITTEE
IS KEEN TO MAKE CONTACT
WITH MEMBERS OF THIS 
NOTEWORTHY GROUP READY
FOR A GET-TOGETHER ON THE
WEEKEND OF 22-23RD 
NOVEMBER AT VENUES TO BE
NOTIFIED. TEACHERS OF THIS
HISTORIC BAND ARE ALSO 
KEENLY SOUGHT {WITH NO EVIL
INTENT...}



FEEDBACK..

.

Many thanks to all of you who have
contacted us since the first issue of
the newsletter. It’s great to get so
much positive support and feedback.
The photographs featured were 
particularly popular, evoking some
fond memories of days gone by and
even reuniting some old friends.
Thanks in particular to Tim Rollinson,
Colin Brenchley, Tony James and Bill
Meaney for uncovering the true 
identities of our spandex clad 
rockers! Full story on page 5.

Lisa Emmerson
(nee Wallace)
and Alison
Sippel who
graduated in
1989

HAVING A NICE
COLD BEER
WAS MARTIN
MEANWELL!

MANY THANKS TO TONY HENRY
who supplied the photograph on the
front cover of this newsletter.Tony’s
father (Ern Henry) was a well known
Manly identity being a competitor at
the 1924 Paris Olympics, along with
fellow Manly identities 'Boy' Charlton,
Dick Eve, Nick Winter and Ossie
Merrett. In his book "Australia At The
Olympics", Harry Gordon has titled
the chapter about the 1924 Games as
"The Boys From Manly".

Tony’s memories of Manly B.H.S.
circa 1952 include: 
“The the intervention of the 
irrepressible 'Red Fury', when another
unfortunate member of staff 
succumbed to the ravages of '"shell
shock" from the effects of his war
service, and the constant battle to
teach English to a certain 3rd Year
class.”

And a song which was sung to the
tune of "Clementine", along the lines
of ....
(Author unknown, and historical 
references not verified).

"General Smuts had all the guts
When he fought with Captain Custer
But when he teaches 3C rascals
He always has his feather duster

Feather duster, what a buster
He lays it on with all his might
And he hits you where it hurts most
If you don't get grammar right"

YES, IT WAS THE
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
OF 1971

WHO HAD BEST HAIR?

PROFILE: 
PETER WILKINSON 
g. 1955
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D is Stuart Wye -
his mum was 
manager of the
Australian 
Olympic Team.

F is Craig Skeen -
now a journalist
with the Sydney
Morning Herald.

E is Paul Lipski -
not sure what he’s
up to now.

Peter at ABC Radio and yes, those
are coconut shells!

C is Neil Sandon,
he used to be the
drummer in the
school rock band
Potassium - the
name inspired no
doubt, by the 
science dept!

IN THE BOOTH WERE...

WHAT KIND OF ALUMNI
EVENTS WOULD YOU
LIKE TO HAVE?
THE ALUMNI COMMITTEE IS
STARTING TO THINK  ABOUT
EVENTS FOR 2009 AND WE
WOULD REALLY APPRECIATE
YOUR INPUT. WHAT KIND OF
EVENT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE
ORGANISED AND HOW OFTEN DO
YOU THINK MEMBERS OF THE
ALUMNI SHOULD GET
TOGETHER? WOULD YOU BE
PREPARED TO PAY?
PLEASE EMAIL US YOUR IDEAS
manly.alumni@gmail.com

As a schoolboy at Manly Boys High
School, Peter loved creating sound
effects for stage plays. He landed
himself a job with 2GB and learned
the art of radio sound effects from
the guru of the time, Oscar
Lansbury. Peter trained on shows
like “Superman”, “Hop Harrigan”,
“Life with Dexter” and “The
Bunkhouse Show”. In 1959 Peter
moved to ABC Radio working on the
popular radio serial of the 50s “Blue
Hills” playing the themes, bridging
music, opening doors, ringing 
telephones and pouring endless
cups of tea.  Peter also provided
sound effects for plays, religious and
school broadcasts. He retired from
the ABC after an ‘effective’ 34 years,
in October, 1993. Up until August,
2007, Peter, together with his wife
Irene, and boys Stephen and David,
owned and ran The Kincumber Ritz
Cinema on the NSW Central Coast,
for 10 years. He is now retired.



FROM THE ARCHIVES...

.

Here is this edition’s selection of 
photographs and trivia from the
archives of Manly High School. Once
again, if you know the identity of 
anyone in these photographs please
let us know. If you have a photo of
them now - even better!

WHO’S IN THE BOOTH?
THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU WHO
VISITED THE FLASHBACK 
PHOTOBOOTH AT APRIL’S ALUMNI
EVENT. UNFORTUNATELY WE
DIDN’T GET EVERYONE’S NAME.
IF YOU KNOW WHO IS IN THE
BOOTH PLEASE SEND US AN
EMAIL.

BEST FASHION! 

BEST ACTION SHOT!

FROM THE
PUNISHMENT BOOK

TEACHER COMMENT

Please email your comments
and suggestions to us at;
manly.alumni@gmail.com

BEST SOCKS!

There was
simply no
other 
competition 
for this award!

A consistent
winner!

On 26th October 1923, Ken M.
received one slap for idling!

N.B got two slaps on 1st November
1938 for putting another boy under
his lap!

D.K, G.W and L.J each received 2
slaps on 7th July 1938 for putting
chemicals in the ink wells!

In the 1989 edition of The Pines, ‘Mr
Manly’ - Alex Wilkes, a departing 
student, was the subject of a special
feature. Teachers comments 
featured in the article included:
Mr Blackett - “Has anyone ever
taught Alex anything?”
Mrs Fitzhenry - “Nice guy but
spreads rumours that I’m on drugs.”
Mrs Turik - “He’s fun, but he takes
too many drugs.”
Mr Eggar - “Alex is the only guy I
know who rides a skateboard with a
motor on the back. I know I’ve seen
smoke coming out the back.”
Mrs Mahoney - “He looks worse than
he actually is.”
Mrs Leggit - “Horrifying dress sense
at times but he is quite a nice boy.”
Mrs Brown - He’s original, great 
personality, friendly, appealing and
stands out in the crowd.
Mrs Shadbolt - “He is hunky, spunky,
chunky and punky, though I wish he
would wear school uniform like
everyone else!”

Naturally, we’d love to know what
Alex is up to now!
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MORE MANLY
FAMILIES....

THREE GENERATIONS OF THE
BRENCHLEY FAMILY ATTENDED
MANLY HIGH. ALLAN GEORGE
BRENCHLEY ATTENDED THE
SCHOOL, FOLLOWED BY HIS
SONS COLIN AND ROBERT AND
THEN COLIN’S SON MATTHEW
GRADUATED FROM MANLY
SELECTIVE CAMPUS IN 2005.

ARE YOU A MANLY FAMILY?
manly.alumni@gmail.com

BILL MEANEY ATTENDED MANLY
BOYS HIGH FROM 1967-1973, AS
DID HIS TWO BROTHERS TONY
AND TERRY - BOTH OF WHOM
WERE IN THE BAND SHEEVA, OUR
SPANDEX ROCKERS FROM THE
LAST ISSUE. BILL’S SON KIERAN
MEANEY GRADUATED FROM
MANLY SELECTIVE CAMPUS IN
2001 WITH HIGH ACADEMIC AND
SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS. AN
ECONOMICS GRADUATE, KIERAN
IS NOW WITH MACQUARIE BANK.



.

WHO WERE THESE SPANDEX CLAD ROCKERS?

Our spandex clad rockers were by
far the most popular item in June’s
newsletter and we’ve had lots of
feedback on the band. Both Tony
Sheedy (Dunford) and Brad
McKnight have made contact with
the alumni committee and have since
tracked down brothers Tony and
Terry Meaney. The most exciting part
is that the guys are considering
reuniting in order to perform a 
one-off, major gig for the alumni to
help raise funds towards a new
multi-purpose building and hall. 

The event is planned for March of
next year but there is plenty to do in
terms of organisation. We need to
secure a venue at very little or no
cost as this is a fundraising event. If
you feel that you can contribute
something to the evening, would like
to perform, are able to help with the
organisation, or even have some
good suggestions, then please 
contact Brad McKnight at
brad_mcknight@hotmail.com 
or the alumni committee.

Brad and the guys have already
started thinking about the event and
will try to talk to members of other
bands from the same period. They
would love to make this a 
fantastic event but will need the 
support of alumni members and their
friends to make it a success.

So here’s your chance to give 
something back to the school. At the
very least we hope you would come
along and bring lots of friends, but if
you have the time, then please get
involved and help to bring this idea
to life. More information to follow in
the December newsletter.

SHEEVA LOOKING
TO REUNITE FOR
‘THE REAL SCHOOL
OF ROCK’ ALUMNI
EVENT

L to R: 
Tony Meaney, Tony Sheedy (Dunford), Terry Meaney & Brad McKnight
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Many of you recall that the band
was called Sheeva and performed in
the school and around Sydney from
1972-1974. They played mainly 
covers and glam rock. Terry was the
front man and lead singer and went
on to join a band called Geeza
sometime around the late 70s / early
80s which briefly had a song in the
charts. He also sang with Speedlimit
and The Rams in later years.
According to Tony Sheedy
(Dunford), Terry is still singing and
Tony is still drumming! 

Apparently all of the guys have had
some form of career in the music
industry; Brad’s last music stint was
as Music composer and Director of
Editing at QuickSilver.

Tony Sheedy is a property developer
and guitar collector and trader.

CONTRIBUTE TO THE
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
WE LOVE TO GET YOUR
FEEDBACK AND STORIES FROM
MANLY HIGH. PLEASE SEND
CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
manly.alumni@gmail.com


