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Welcome to the first edition of the Manly High Alumni newsletter. The first
ever alumni event for our school took place on April 6th and was a great 
success with many hundreds of ex-students coming back to the school to
relive memories, either long term or relatively recent, renew acquaintances or 
simply enjoy the food, displays and music of our students. 

The displays of old photographs and archival material were very popular with
many people recognizing faces of old and noting how sparse the grounds of
the school once were. The original Punishment Books were of huge interest,
especially if names were recognized for getting multiple cuts of the cane! 

For me one of the highlights was to see current students identifying with the
history of their school and having a personal appreciation of its past. 

On the day a very warm welcome was extended to past students from as far
back as the 1940s and 1950s, filling the gap between our present school and
the proud tradition of the past. As the school matures as an academic 
institution of high achievement, it owes a great deal to past students and an
obligation to provide a vehicle for maintaining these links.The alumni is the
association of which all students, past, present and future can feel proud and
which cements the identity of the school beyond the actual years of 
schooling.
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CHRIS PUPLICK IS
GUEST SPEAKER
AT THE FIRST
ALUMNI EVENT
Chris Puplick, academic, ex 
politician, former Privacy
Commissioner,
President of the NSW
Anti Discrimination Board and 
representation various arts 
boards and community 
organizations, engaged the 
audience with tales of his old days
and the mark that Manly made on
his future. Full story on page two.

WHAT WE RECEIVE, WE PASS ON

1963 PINES EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

NOW & THEN....

CHRIS PUPLICK g. 1964
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TALES FROM MANLY HIGH
by Chris Puplick
The stark walls of the old Manly Boy's
High School looked pretty forbidding to a
new Pommy migrant kid, a mere 13 
years old and only in the country for less
than a week, when sent to enrol, on his
own, in the first non-coeducational school
he'd ever attended. However, with all the
"British courage" at my command (how
nice of the Aussies to have that phrase in
their National Anthem, even if it's only
verse two) that's what I did in July 1962.
Sent to a classroom (Form 3A at the
time), I took a seat - apparently 
vacant - on day one and minded my own
business. Returning to the seat on day
two I was confronted by a tall skinny chap
who announced with an unexpectedly
loud voice, "Mate, you're in my seat."
Vacating the seat turned out to have a
couple of salutary lessons. In the first
instance, the seat's genuine owner (now
a University Professor and Deputy Vice
Chancellor) immediately became my
friend once all the apologies, 
explanations and introductions were over,
and has remained my closest friend for
what is now some 46 years. Secondly, as
I now reflect on my career, in and out of
the Senate, this was the first time that I
lost my seat and I should have taken it as
an omen for the rest of my somewhat 
turbulent parliamentary career. My
attempts to integrate into the sporting 
culture of the first all-male establishment
I'd ever been in proved no more 
successful. The response of the Head
Sports Teacher when I announced that I
wanted to join the football team, "Mate,
you're a bit weedy to play football," rather
disconcerted me. When I replied that I'd
played at county level in England, I was
even more disconcerted to be asked
about the shape of the ball I played with.
When I made circular motions with my
hands, for fear that this Neanderthal may 

not really understand the English 
language very well, my surprise was 
complete at the reply, "Oh, you mean
soccer. Well, son, let me tell you that in
this country the only people who play
soccer are wogs and poofters!" Being a
Pommy I had no idea what a "poofter" 
was until my Dad translated that it was
local lingo for "pansy". It was at that 
stage that I took up playing tennis. 
Today of course soccer is too cool for
words - o tempore o mores! 

A much more satisfactory experience
was to find a teacher who decided that
what was needed to bring the whole
school into focus together was to mount
a production of Henry V (by Shakespeare
but grossly adapted by Frank Ponton).
We nerdy kids (the Professor and I) got
to act while the woodwork and metalwork
kids built and painted great sets, shields,
swords and banners; the accounting and
economics kids got to run the finances
and administration; the sports jocks got
to stand around pretending to be soldiers
and beating each other with their swords
and we even got to perform (on stage)
with the girls from across the road (then
Manly Girls' High) - one of whom even
had to kiss the School Captain - who of
course was playing Henry. Fun all round. 
Finally, when I won a school prize for
Ancient History I was introduced to its
donor, our local federal MP, Bill 
Wentworth, who eventually became a
federal Minister, got me to join the Liberal
Party (where I served at every level up to
the Federal Executive) and offered me a
job on his staff - thus launching my 
political career and everything that has 
followed from that. 
Not bad for a little Pommy migrant - and
thanks in no small measure to Manly
Boys' High School. 

‘CAPIMUS SED TRADIMUS’
WHAT WE RECEIVE, WE
PASS ON...

ONE OF THE MAIN AIMS IN
ESTABLISHING THE ALUMNI IS TO
ENHANCE THE LIVES OF THE
CURRENT STUDENTS AT MANLY
SELECTIVE CAMPUS. WE WOULD
LIKE TO ASK FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST FROM PAST STUDENTS
WHO ARE WILLING TO SHARE THEIR
EXPERIENCES WITH THE SCHOOL.
THANKS GO TO MEMBERS OF THE
ALUMNI WHO HAVE ALREADY
VOLUNTEERED THEIR SERVICES.

NOT SURE HOW TO HELP? WELL
HERE ARE SOME IDEAS;
IF YOU HAVE EXPERIENCE IN THE
ARTS, OUR VOCAL ENSEMBLE,
DRAMA GROUPS OR MANY BANDS
WOULD VALUE YOUR INPUT.

ARE YOU IN RECRUITMENT? WOULD
YOU BE WILLING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN HELPING OUR 
SENIOR STUDENTS WITH 
INTERVIEW SKILLS?

ARE YOU IN THE RETAIL
SECTOR? WHAT ABOUT A
DISCOUNT FOR ALUMNI 
MEMBERS?

ARE YOU A DOCTOR, LAWYER,
ENGINEER, MANAGER?  WOULD YOU
BE WILLING TO PARTICIPATE IN A
CAREERS DAY AT THE SCHOOL?

SPORTS CLINICS, WORKSHOPS, 
FUNDRAISING, THERE ARE MANY
WAYS IN WHICH THE ALUMNI CAN 
PARTICIPATE IN THE SCHOOL. 

IF YOU CAN SPARE AN HOUR OR
TWO AND HAVE SOMETHING TO
PASS ON, PLEASE CONTACT US AT:

manly.alumni@gmail.com

THANK YOU!

Manly Selective Campus
Academic Excellence .. 

Personal Best
Giving Back to the Community

www.manlypandc.org.au
manly.alumni@gmail.com

Manly Selective Campus
138 Abbott Road, North Curl Curl NSW 2093

Phone: 9905 3892 / Fax: 9905 7772
Email: nbscmanlys-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

www.manlyselective.edu.nsw.au

Page 2



‘FRIENDS REUNITED’ AT THE FIRST
ALUMNI EVENT IN APRIL 2008

IS THIS OUR FIRST
‘MANLY FAMILY?’
THIS IS MICHAEL
MORAN, WHO
GRADUATED
FROM MANLY
BOYS HIGH IN
1968.

HERE HE IS NOW
WITH HIS
GRANDDAUGHTER
SARAH, WHO
JOINED HIM IN THE
PHOTOBOOTH.

SARAH’S MUM
JENNIFER, 
GRADUATED
FROM MANLY
SELECTIVE
CAMPUS IN
1994. 

ARE YOU A MANLY FAMILY?
manly.alumni@gmail.com

IF YOU MISSED THE ALUMNI
EVENT IN APRIL AND WOULD LIKE
TO SEE THE PHOTOGRAPHIC
ARCHIVES, THERE WILL BE AN
INFORMAL VIEWING AT THE
SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY 2ND
JULY FROM 12.45pm TO 2.15pm.
PLACES ARE STRICTLY LIMITED
AND BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL. TO
SECURE YOUR PLACE CONTACT
LEA AT;
manly.alumni@gmail.com

IF YOU HAVE ANY COMMENTS
AND SUGGESTIONS, OR ANY
STORIES OR FEATURES THAT
YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE
INCLUDED IN THE NEWSLETTER,
PLEASE SEND US AN E-MAIL AT:
manly.alumni@gmail.com

HER DAD PAUL WALKER,  ALSO
GRADUATED FROM MSC IN 1991.
PAUL’S BROTHER CRAIG
GRADUATED FROM MANLY HIGH
SCHOOL IN 1988 & THEIR FATHER
JAMES, GRADUATED FROM MANLY
BOYS HIGH IN 1957!

Thank you to everyone who has 
registered to join the alumni, either via
the school, P & C website, or at the
event in April. We now have almost 500 
members with a number dating back
from the 1940s and 1950s. We are in the
process of categorizing members into
groups of skill-sets or expertise. 
Categories include; legal and business,
media and marketing, the arts, 
government, community and education
and retail & hospitality and that’s just to
name a few! If you have registered but
haven’t let us know what you are doing
now, then we would love to hear from
you so that we can update our records.

The inaugural alumni event took place at
Manly Selective Campus on April 6th
2008 and provided a great opportunity for
ex- students to catch up and have a look
around the school. To view all of the 
pictures taken, visit; 
http://picasaweb.google.com/manly.alumni
If you would like your photo removed
please contact us immediately.

Gerald Christmas g. 1954

Laurie Hutton with Morgan Irvine g. 2004

Glenn Johnson, Bill Drew g. 1958

Glenn and Greg  g. 1970

Ray Russell and  Chris Brookes

Ross Munro (ex Principal) Tony Aldridge
& current Principal David Tomlin

Alex Mullins 2003, Hannah Goode,
Gemma Roberts  g.2004

Tania, Glenn, Romeo and Sara g. 1998
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FROM THE ARCHIVES...

.

Sorting through the archives at Manly
Selective Campus in preparation for
the first alumni event proved to be a
real journey of discovery. We 
stumbled upon some fantastic black
and white photographs, a selection of
early school memorabilia, year 
books and the highlight of the 
exercise, the school Punishment
Books dating from 1917 to 1964.
Handwritten accounts detailed
names, dates, reason for 
punishment,  the number of slaps 
administered and by whom!

In each issue we will reproduce a
selection of entries and photos from
the archives which we hope will bring
back some fond, and in some cases,
not so fond memories. Apologies if
the transcripts from the Punishment
Book are not exact, the ink is fading
and the handwriting a little difficult to
read! If you know where anyone 
featured in this section is now, we’d
love to hear from you.

WHO’S IN THE BOOTH?
THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU WHO
VISITED THE FLASHBACK 
PHOTOBOOTH AT THE RECENT
ALUMNI EVENT. UNFORTUNATELY
WE DIDN’T GET EVERYONE’S
NAME. IF YOU KNOW WHO IS IN
THE BOOTH PLEASE SEND US AN
EMAIL.

ORDER YEARBOOKS
AND PHOTOGRAPHS.
DIGITAL (SCAN) COPIES OF ANY
OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS THAT
APPEAR IN THE NEWSLETTER
CAN BE PURCHASED AT A COST
OF $5 EACH.

HARD COPY BLACK & WHITE
PHOTOCOPIES OF THE PINES
YEARBOOKS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE
AT A COST OF $10 EACH. 1953 NOT
AVAILABLE.

SEND YOUR ORDERS TO’THE
ALUMNI COMMITTEE,’ C/0 MANLY
SELECTIVE CAMPUS.  PLEASE
MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO
‘MANLY P AND C.’

PLEASE NOTE, AN EMAIL
ADDRESS IS REQUIRED FOR
PHOTO ORDERS AS THEY CAN
ONLY BE SENT ELECTRONICALLY.

SCHOOL TRIPS JUST
AREN’T THE SAME
ANYMORE!

BEST BEARDS! 

BEST HAIR!

WHO ARE THESE SPANDEX CLAD ROCKERS?

FROM THE
PUNISHMENT BOOK

TEACHER COMMENT

On the 29th of November 1960, 
Arthur R. and John K. were given six
slaps each for stealing from 
Woolworth’s in Dee Why and then
driving a stolen car to Dubbo!

Teacher comment was a regular 
feature in the Pines yearbooks
throughout the 1990s.
Tim Williams 1994 - “ I hope to go to
uni and study computer science or
maybe study areas of fashion
design.” Teacher Comment: “ He will
be taking centre-fold photos for 
Penthouse.”
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