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Over the last year the building of relationships between the past and the 
present has been strongly felt through the alumni. As the current principal,
being asked to share in the reunions of old boys from 50 and 60 years ago
lets me see the powerful associations people have with their old school. I look
back at the photos coming in and appreciate more deeply the school's 
heritage. 

In a world that is undergoing tumultuous change, it is reassuring to maintain
these links with past generations. Our students appreciate the lessons and
support they provide. 

Of course, to survive and thrive, an alumni needs to look forward. The 
nostalgia seen in the photos and stories of this newsletter are all underscored
by the achievements of old boys and girls as they made their mark in the
world. Similarly, we hope that the members of the alumni will take the
opportunity to visit us on special occasions and help lay the foundations for
current students before they embark on their journeys into adulthood.

Our parents are looking to embrace the past through invitations to view the
future concept plans for the school and a spectacular exhibition called Art 55
in May this year. We look forward to bringing past students back to see how
the school is growing and changing. My thanks go to the committee who are
helping to bring a community together.
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LIFE AFTER MANLY
By John Franklin
John Franklin attended Manly Boys
High from 1956 to 1960 and credits
his clean record and absence from
the punishment book to a game
called "Quirk's Rules Football".
Seemingly, Max Quirk, a P.E teacher
at the school, invented the game of
"no rules mayhem" so that students
would be too busy attending to their
bruises, aches and pains to get into
trouble! Mr. Quirk was probably
unaware that the game continued to
be played in Canada, where John
was to live, for many years to come!
John trained as a teacher and began
his career at Balgowlah Boys High
before going to Grenfell for two years
and then on to Canada.  Here, John
recalls his time after Manly High.
Continued on page 2.
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LIFE AFTER MANLY
By John Franklin continued.
While at Grenfell I played Rugby League
and in a Maher Cup game against Tumut
we had 3 inches of snow on the ground.
I remember one of our backs being
tackled in an extremely cold puddle and
deciding there and then, that this was
enough! Little did I know that this was
just a small introduction to the weather I
would experience for the next forty years
of my life!

I left Grenfell in 1966 to teach in a small
town in Alberta, Canada. Bonnyville had
a population of 1000 and was not too far
from being as far north as the roads
went at the time.

Not unsurprisingly, I was the only Aussie
around town and I was so set in my
ways that I could often be found wearing
shorts and long socks during wintertime.
Pretty ridiculous in temperatures of
minus 30 degrees Celsius. 

I learned how to drive on an ice covered
road, how easy it was to drive into, and
more importantly, get out of, snow filled
ditches and when to stay away from
country roads where the wind had left 8
foot snow drifts.  Eventually, I learned to
wear warmer clothes!

My next stop was 300miles south, in
Edmonton, Alberta. A larger city, with a
population now of about 1 million people. 
I did some more University work before
returning to teaching. In Edmonton I met
up with Bill Spaul, a PE teacher from
Manly Boys High and joined his rugby
union team, as did other Manly boys of 
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that time, Mike Booth and Gary Morley.
Manly was never far away.

Winters were cold, just ask Paul Seddon,
my High School buddy who left Manly for
a Christmas holiday visit to Edmonton.
Someone forgot to tell him that it wasn't
Hawaii, and I think he silently cursed me
for the -40degrees C. outside. I made him
walk around the block, but oddly enough
he wouldn't go outside for the rest of the
day!

Summers, however, were fabulous. With
long warm twilights and plenty of time for
a game of golf after work.  For two 
summers, I spent time in the Rockies 
with a mining company, flying in a 
helicopter to the tops of mountains and
searching for coal seams in isolated
areas. This was an exciting time, with
bears around the camp area and moose,
elk and mountain goats watching us
work.  Disaster almost struck when our
helicopter was caught in a wind 
downdraft and the pilot lost control. 
Fortunately, he managed to pull out at
about 500 feet from the valley floor. Both
the pilot and accompanying geologist
went as white as a sheet as we hightailed
it  back to camp. Unlike me they felt 
fear - for they had never played Quirk's
Rules before!

One summer during the 70s, I drove
across Canada transporting a Formula
Atlantic race car to Montreal.  The 
highlight of this experience was spending
time in the pit lane during the race. 
A hitch hiking journey through the United 

1959 1st Grade Cricket T eam1959 1st Grade Rugby T eam

States followed and after being told that
sleeping in a Florida ditch with alligators
and snakes was foolish, ( Crocodile
Dundee had not been filmed yet) I
jumped on a a plane to London. 

I taught in London at Wimbledon and got
to see Arthur Ashe win the Wimbledon
Tennis final. Then, more hitch hiking
through France, Spain and Italy, and 2 or
3 trips to St Tropez to scout the scenery!!

For the past 35 years I have been in 
education in the Edmonton area in a 
variety of roles. Kindergarten has been
the highlight of my career, but the 
students have ranged from pre-school
years to university level and the roles
have been varied; from regular 
classroom teaching to School Principal. I
am now retired and my wife and I are
looking forward to doing some traveling.

Manly and the Northern Beaches are still
my home at heart and I do occasionally
get back to see my brother and family in
Dee Why. A trip to Warringah Mall takes
me past the old school which I have
proudly pointed -out over the years to my
3 boys as they grew up. Brookie Oval,
where I used to hang out as a kid, is still
there and I did get to watch the Sea
Eagles in the Grand Final on TV here at
2 a.m. 

The world is so close electronically now
that the Manly Daily on the internet
keeps me up to date with local "goings
on"!  I see that boys still jump off the
wharf as the ferry comes in, the Corso
pubs are as popular as ever and sharks
still occasionally inhabit the beaches.

Some things just don't change!
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FEEDBACK..
Thank you to John Davies and
Jim Wilkinson for the correct
names of some of the “old boys” 
featured in the last issue’s cover 
photograph. 

Wright was ROBIN,
Tuddenham was RON,
Brown in the middle row was RON,
Holmes was HARVEY.
Wilkinson was JIM and
Jackson was JOHN!
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The health and safety
inspection was obviously
scheduled for another day!

Thanks also to Neil Hill who 
recognised the
boy in this
photo.
“On reading your
Newsletter 2 Sept
I recognised the
person in photo C.
His surname was Davis, (first name
is John) he was a prefect with my
brother Nigel Hill in 79. This guy was
a tremendous 
football player and good all round
athlete.  He normally wore glasses,
but not in his final year.”

C

FROM THE ARCHIVES...
Here are a few more photographs from the archives of Manly High School.
Once again, if you know the identity of anyone in these photographs please
let us know. Unfortunately, most of the photographs from the last edition still
remain nameless!

History model-making, mid-70s.  Don’t get too excited!

The reason soccer wasn’t played at Manly Boys High!
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CONTRIBUTE TO THE
ALUMNI NEWSLETTER
WE LOVE TO GET YOUR
FEEDBACK AND STORIES FROM
MANLY HIGH. PLEASE SEND
CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
manly.alumni@gmail.com

On 10th february 1945, Robert J.
received two slaps for repeated 
disorder and flouting of teachers’
authority!

J.D received four slaps on April 6th
1951 for repeatedly smoking on the
premises!

U.T was given six slaps for abusive
phone calls and scurrilous letters on
October 29th 1962!

FROM THE
PUNISHMENT BOOK

Teachers’ feeding time!

More swinging sweaters and fabulous hair from the 70s!

Ahh!

Notice how small the Pine trees are in the background.

TEACHER COMMENT

These frank (and very un P.C)
teacher comments came from the
1994 edition of The Pines Yearbook.

Shamms Alnashie
“I would like to go to university and
study...in a field where I can be 
creative, imaginative and 
successful.”
Teacher comment: She will become
a Terrorist!

Jai Dyer
“Hopefully I will work with computers,
either programming them or making
programs.”
Teacher comment: He will become a
spruiker for a strip club in Kings
Cross.

Ben Shurey
“Go to TAFE then Uni doing electrical
engineering.
Teacher comment: He will become a
bouncer at Brookie pub.



.

Manly Selective Campus
Academic Excellence .. 

Personal Best
Giving Back to the Community

www.manlypandc.org.au/alumni
manly.alumni@gmail.com

Manly Selective Campus
138 Abbott Road, North Curl Curl NSW 2093

Phone: 9905 3892 / Fax: 9905 7772
Email: nbscmanlys-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au

www.manlyselective.edu.nsw.au

Page 5

“OLD BOYS”  50  YEAR REUNION

Twenty six "Old Boys" who 
attended Manly Boys High from 1954
to 1958, held a reunion at the 
Harbord Diggers Club  on Saturday
22 November 2008. A great time was
had by all reminiscing over school
days and post 1958 events.

The lunch was MC'd by Bruce
McLaren. Procedures included toasts
to the school, staff and lost mates. 

The old vocal cords were given a
working over with renditions of
Gaudeamus Igitur, The School Song,
The School War Cry and songs from
Gilbert & Sullivan. 

Kevin Lloyd entertained us with a
number of songs and Glen Murcutt
(School captain 1958) had sent an
article entitled "Reminiscing"  which
was greatly appreciated by all. 

Organising Committee:
Geoff Webster, Bruce McLaren &
Ian Church

Master of Ceremonies:
Bruce McLaren

An interesting facet of the lunch were
the one on one interviews which
proved to be quite hilarious. Special
thanks must go to Rod Climo for the
time spent by him in putting together
the presentations which were made
available to us.

A picnic lunch was arranged for the
Sunday at the school. This was
attended by a number of "old boys"
with family & friends. 
Everybody enjoyed looking around
the school trying to remember the
various 
classrooms they had used and 
noticing the substantial alterations
that have occurred since 1958. 

Many thanks to the present Principal
David Tomlin, for opening up the
school for our use.

Ian Church

Starting from the back row, 
names run from left to right.
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A former Manly Boys High
Science teacher has reached his
centenary.

Ted Winter, who taught science in
the 1960s, retired to the Blue
Mountains where he now lives in
a retirement home.

While he taught at Manly High he
influenced several other teachers
to accompany him to the NSW 
snowfields.

He had a true knowledge and
understanding of Snowy 
Mountains and helped build a ski
club at Perisher Valley, Yeti.

TED WINTER TURNS 100

Former Manly High teachers the
late Bill Watts and David Lester
also became Yetis.

(The Yeti connection with the
school remains as two of our 
students (Heather McDougall and
Leith Macdonald-Andrew) have
family ties to the lodge.)

Ted moved to the Blue Mountains
when he finished teaching and is
now living in a retirement village
there.

Ted was a champion pole vaulter
and competed in the Empire
Games in 1938, now called the
Commonwealth Games.

He is the oldest living Empire
Games competitor and at his
birthday celebration was Basil
Dickinson, the oldest living
Olympian.

Ted raced cross country until he
was 85 and instilled a love of
Australia's alpine areas in those
who skied with him on his 
daytime treks and moonlight 
journeys.

Liz McDougall 

Mr Dunn (Maths), Mr McLeod (Maths), Mr Smith (Manual Arts), Ted Winter, and headmaster Mr Crumlin.


